
 

Report to the Library Board of Trustees, August 17, 2026 
Director’s Report by Ellen Brigham, MLIS 

 

Library  
 
Summer Reading 2026 is officially over! We had amazing turnout this year - 179 sign-ups 
compared to last year’s 113. A big thank you to my staff’s great job on the programs we held, 
and to the Friends of the Library for funding prizes and programs. You can look forward to some 
fun photos from last week’s Wrap-Up Party that we’ll post on Facebook. 
 
Author Jason Brick came to give an in-person talk on his book Safest Family on the Block: 101 
Tips, Tricks, Hacks, and Habits to Protect Your Family last week on Tuesday. We had a kind of 
anemic turnout for this program - only 3 people. When we do another parents-and-family 
focused program, we’ll try to have them during the school year so we can lean on the school’s 
messaging network for advertising. 
 
Upcoming, we have another author talk by local author Shellie McLeod, who will be telling us 
about her memoir My Life is Magic. This event will take place September 10th at 5:30 pm. 
 
The Port of Columbia and The Club teamed up to bring Aaron Canwell and the Walla Walla 
Kindie Music Festival to Blue Mountain Station on July 28th. We had a lot going on at the library 
that day, so Pearl Dennis of the FoL kindly staffed a table at that event for us. 
 
I attended the Rural Assembly Everywhere workshop put on by the Bolger Foundation on July 
29th about rural placemaking and how to help rural communities grow and thrive. 
 
Community member Sybil Barrier gave an extremely generous donation of $415 to help Dale 
and myself attend the Every Library training on messaging across political narratives in rural 
areas in mid-October. A huge thank you to Sybil! 
 
Currently I’m about ⅓ of the way through the SHRM HR training module. 
 
Finally, I’ll be out of the library for a variety of things in the next few months - I’ll be on the 
peninsula from the 20-22 for a personal thing; away for at least part of the day on the 26th for a 

 



 

lunch meeting with the directors in our regional partnership; and then on the west side of the 
state from September 16-18 for the biannual public library director’s meeting. 

 

Statistics 
 

Date Event Patrons 

July Main Door 1946 

July Delany Room  

July Physical Checkouts & Renewals 1479 

July Digital Checkouts & Renewals 611 

July New Patrons 15 

7/1 Toddler Story Time 32 

7/7 Terrific Tuesdays 5 

7/8 Toddler Story Time 32 

7/9 SRP: Dino Bath Bombs 26 

7/10 Fiber Arts Crafting Club 2 

7/14 Terrific Tuesdays 2 

7/14 Online Author Talk: Karen Slaughter 8 

7/15 Toddler Story Time 42 

7/15 SRP: Discovering Layers 1 

7/16 Fizzy Eggs 7 

7/16 Online Author Talk: Reyna Grande 6 

7/17 Fiber Arts Crafting Club 3 

7/21 Terrific Tuesdays 4 

7/22 Toddler Story Time 30 

 



 

7/23 SRP: Jurassic Park Escape Room! 29 

7/28 Online Author Talk: Dr. Marisa Franco 3 

7/29 Toddler Story Time 42 

7/31 Yoga with Sylvia Beuhler 3 

7/31 SRP: Dinolympics 24 

July Total Program Attendance 301 
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