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Report to the Library Board of Trustees, October 20, 2025
Director’s Report by Ellen Brigham, MLIS

Library

For readers of the Dayton Chronicle, I've begun writing a weekly Library Column, where |
highlight some books of interest newly available at the library.

I’'ve been hearing some questions and confusion about how the library is allowed to dispose of
surplus property and equipment. Unless the item is broken or otherwise has extremely little or
no monetary value, we are required by law to put things up for public auction. If the property
has an estimated value of $50,000 or more, the library board is required to hold a public hearing
and put out a public notice. Members of the public can browse these items on the website
“govdeals.com”. If no one bids on these items, or if someone does bid on them but then doesn’t
pay or come to pick them up, then we are allowed to dispose of them however we see fit -
whether that’s throwing them away, selling them directly to someone, or donating them.

We finished putting together the new bookshelves in the junior nonfiction section, and
reshelving all the books. Thank you to the Innovia Foundation for the grant that made this
possible. | have two more bookshelves on the way, paid for with the remainder of the Innovia
grant and money from the Friends of the Library, so that should give us a great amount of
shelving and display space.

Last week was National Friends of Libraries week, so I'd like to take a moment to give a huge
thank you to all the help and support the Friends of the Dayton Memorial Library give us.

Safety Report

Laura Hinze has done an inventory on the first aid kits, and made a list of supplies each one
should have.

Maintenance & Facilities
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We have two oil tanks buried in the yard from when the library heating ran on fuel oil. We are
going to need to have these emptied and decommissioned so as to avoid any future issues with
them leaking into the soil and/or groundwater. I’'ve spoken with Able Clean-Up Technologies
about coming down to give us a quote, and Bruce is also speaking with someone local who
might be able to help out.

We had a water leak in the basement that was coming from the sink in the downstairs area and
through the wall into the back furnace room. | had A1 Plumbing come out to fix that leak on
September 18th.

There is another leak seemingly coming through the foundation into the bottom of the back
stairwell in the main library building.

Arthur’s Services finished repairing the windows, and Bruce Himko went around caulking
everything, so it should all be ship-shape now.

Bruce Himko requested that we get a second trash can from Basin Disposal for the leaf clean-up
months.

Pacific Power notified the library that they will be doing tree pruning away from the power
lines. | have no information on when this will happen.

Statistics
Date Event Attendees
Sept Main Door 1297
Sept Physical Checkouts & Renewals 1010
Sept Digital Checkouts & Renewals 569
Sept New Patrons 9
9/3 Toddler Story Time 3
9/3 Author Talk: Hannah Nicole Maehrer 94
9/4 Family Story Time 27
9/10 Toddler Story Time 6
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9/10 Author Talk: Jefferson Fisher 105
9/11 Mark Kroos Guitar Concert 16
9/17 Toddler Story Time 10
9/17 Author Talk: Gabe Henry 112
9/24 Toddler Story Time 10
Sept Total Program Attendance 383
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