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Report to the Library Board of Trustees, July 15, 2024
Director’s Report by Ellen Brigham, MLIS

Quote of the Month

“When | got my library card, that was when my life began.”
— Rita Mae Brown

Programs

The Summer Reading Program is in full swing! We had 11 participants for our Toddler program,
and 13 for our Kids program, and 8 for our Teens program.

We had our first Library Speaker’s Consortium live viewing at the library on Tuesday. There was
some confusion about the scheduled time, so we had no in-person attendees, but five people
watched from home. The on-demand videos of past events have had an average of 11 views!

Local Walla Walla author Sherri Maret visited our library on Wednesday and did a reading from
her new book The 12 Days of Summer, and led the kids in some nature-themed activities and
crafts. We had 11 attendees for that event.

Other Events and Items of Interest

We've gotten our first set of digitized files of the Dayton Chronicle back! The next step is to get
them hosted on the Washington State Library’s “Washington Digital Newspapers” website. | also
plan on having a dedicated computer set up downstairs for people to view the digitized files.

We were awarded a very generous grant of $2500.00 from the Blue Mountain Community
Foundation in order to help pay for our wi-fi hotspots.

We have teamed up with the Friends of the Library to offer free lunches for kids over the
summetr. These will take place every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday here in the Delany Room
from 11 am - 1 pm. The Fol is also funding a more robust snacks program for kids downstairs,
and paid for a very nice mini-fridge to house the snacks.
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| put some surplus desktop computers on the government surplus auction website, but we
received no offers. With the board’s permission, | will now offer them to Gordon Gerlitz who
can make sure they’re in good condition to give to people in our community in need.

| spoke with Shawn Schollmeyer from the Washington Digital Newspapers project, and she gave
me a list of things that they will need in order for our digitized files to be hosted on that
website. One of those is that the files need to conform to the NDNP standard, which Crowley
informed me would be an extra cost.
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