
Columbia County Rural Library District 
Regular Monthly Meeting of the Board of Trustees


Monday, May 20, 2024


Meeting Location: Dayton Memorial Library Delaney Room


1.	 Call to Order:  Chair Chuck Beleny called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  
	 Trustees Present:  Chair Chuck Beleny, Vice Chair Kevin Rust, Treasurer             
	 Sharon Mendel, Secretary Dale Walling, Jay Ball via Zoom

     Pledge of Allegiance 

2.	 Approval of Agenda 

3.	 Approval of Minutes from Monday, April 15, 2024: Amended changing Chair 	
	 nomination by Jay to Chair nomination by Sharon. Corrected the months that 	
	 were amended in March’s minutes to January and February. Approved with 	 	
	 changes. Motion by Kevin, Second by Sharon, Passed unanimous. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

4.  Director’s Report: Ellen reported that May Family Storytime had 30 	 	 	 	
	 participants. Charlie and Nana grilled burgers. We had our last two hands-on 	
	 gardening sessions. Ellen went to Dayton Elementary’s Cinco de Libro event 	
	 and handed out books provided by Friends of the Library. The Mother’s Day 		
	 program had 14 people build and decorate bird houses. Humanities 	 	 	 	
	 Washington program will have a presentation on Big Apples, Big Business: 	 	
	 How Washington Became the Apple State on May 31.


	 The new bookshelves and bins have been installed in the children’s section.


	 Ellen attended the MRSC seminar on Small Works Rosters. SB 5268 makes 		
	 MRSC Rosters the designated statewide roster. We have a resolution to ratify 	
	 allowing us to use the MRSC Roster.


	 Patron Code of Conduct will be amended to address the new open carry law 	
	 that goes into effect on June 6.


	 There is a virtual Library Advocacy and Funding Conference July 24 - 26. Ellen 
	 needs to know which Trustees will attend by June 15.
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5. 	Approval of Bills:  Approval of vouchers 5883 - 5989 in the amount of                                    
	 $32,955.84 and Finance Report. Motion by Sharon, Second by Kevin, Passed 	
	 unanimous.

	 

6. Unfinished Business:  

6.1 Reviewed Collection and Development Policy Chapter 6. Added that gift 		
	 magazine subscriptions not previously approved can be placed in the free 	 	
	 materials section.


	 6.2 Discussed two bids for the concrete work on the ramp/sidewalk out front. 	
	 Accepted the bid from 2 Cannon River Construction for $6,838.69. Motion 	 	
	 by 	Dale, Second by Sharon, Passed Unanimous.


7. New Business:  
7.1 Hotspot lending to private business. Dale was concerned that an extended 

	 loan to a private business might not be appropriate use off taxpayer dollars 		
	 and if it was, it doesn’t seem fair for other small businesses that don’t receive 	
	 the same service. This generated some discussion with Jay feeling that it’s a 	
	 valuable service to the community. Ellen offered to check with our attorney 	 	
	 regarding whether it’s appropriate.


	 7.2 Friends of the Library offered to provide a wall mounted Naloxone Safety 	
	 Kit. They need Board approval to proceed. The Naloxone is currently kept in 	
	 Ellen’s desk and is not accessible when she is not there. Approval granted. 	 	
	 Motion by Kevin, Second by Jay, Passed Unanimous.


	 7.3 Resolution 2024-2: Adoption of MRSC Small Works Roster.  Motion by 	 	
	 Dale, Second by Kevin, Passed Unanimous.


	 7.4 Review and adoption of revised Purchasing Policy. Sharon was concerned 	
	 that the Director could approve expenditures up to $20k without Board 	 	 	
	 approval. Jay suggested $10k while Chuck suggested $5k. Ellen stated that 		
	 she was more comfortable with $5k after seeing the concrete bids that we just 
	 discussed, acknowledging that some expenditures would benefit from having 	
	 those with more expertise involved. Item was tabled until next meeting to 	 	
	 make changes.


	 7.5 Revision of Patron Code of Conduct Policy in light of RCW 9.41.270

	 Motion by Sharon, Second by Dale, Passed Unanimous.


 8. 	Public Comment:  There was a public request by email to have the stove top 	
	 repaired and the microwave replaced in the Delaney building.


2



	 Paul Hendrickson asked for clarification on the open carry/concealed carry 	 	
	 changes in the Patron Code of Conduct. Open carry is prohibited, concealed 	
	 carry is allowed. 

Charles James asked for clarification on the Purchasing Policy Limits.


	 Peggy James affirmed the use of 2 Cannon River Const. for the concrete job 	
	 and recommended continuing to use local contractors when available.


	 John Ritter suggested adding heating elements to the new concrete to avoid 	
	 winter damage in the future.


	 Marcene Hendrickson asked for a clarification on the Purchasing Policy Limits.

	  
9. Adjournment:  Motion by Jay, Second by Kevin, Passed at 8:09pm.


Respectfully submitted,

Dale Walling, Secretary
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