Columbia County Rural Library District
Regular Monthly Meeting of the Board of Trustees

Monday, April 15, 2024

Meeting Location: Dayton Memorial Library Delaney Room

1. Call to Order: Chair Jay Ball called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
Trustees Present: Chair Jay Ball via Zoom, Secretary Chuck Beleny,
Treasurer Sharon Mendel, Kevin Rust, and Dale Walling

2. Election of Officers:

Chair: Kevin was nominated for chair by Sharon but failed to get a 2nd.
Chuck was nominated by Kevin, 2nd by Sharon, passed
unanimous

Vice Chair: Jay Ball was nominated by Kevin Rust. Jay declined stating that
he’s been Vice Chair and Chair. He would like someone else to get
that experience. Kevin was nominated by Jay, 2nd by Sharon,
passed unanimous

Secretary: Dale was nominated by Jay, 2nd by Kevin, passed unanimous

Treasurer: Sharon was nominated by Kevin, 2nd by Chuck, passed
unanimous.

Jay transferred the Chair to Chuck at 7:14pm.

3. Approval of Minutes from Monday, March 18, 2024: Amended
changing “January ending balance...” to “February ending balance...”
Motion by Jay, Second by Kevin. Passed with Dale abstaining since he
wasn’t on the board for that meeting.

4. Director’s Report: Ellen shared information regarding March and April’s
Family Storytime, Gardening at the Library, along with Dayton Elementary’s
Read and Rock event and upcoming Cinco de Libro event.

Ellen announced the hiring of new staff member Haley Dotson, bringing us to
full staffing for the 1st time since 2022.

Ellen recently attended the Public Library Association Conference in
Columbus, Ohio. She attended panels on crisis communication, engaging
teens with the library, patron privacy concerns, media training and
communicating with the public.



Ellen will attend the WCIF Summit in May, reimbursed by WCIF. She’s on the
waitlist for a Municipal Finance Bootcamp.

Ellen purchased wi-fi hotspots from TechSoup at approximately 25% of the
cost we were currently paying at Verizon.
Ellen ordered new bookcases for the children’s picture book area.

SB5824 and SB5444 have both been signed into law. SB5824 raises the
threshold for library dissolution petitions to 25% and requires city residents to
be included in library dissolution petitions and voting. SB5444 prohibits the
open carry of firearms and weapons in public spaces, including libraries.

The City Council declined to put a library de-annexation question on the
ballot.

5. Financial Report: February Balance Forward was corrected to $103,000.10
Sharon explained February’s water bill was higher because they don’t read the
meters during winter months. The difference is added when the meters are
reads again.

Ellen explained that there were two room charges from Doubletree for lodging.
She will contact Doubletree and get credit for the incorrect one.

There are higher than budgeted expenditures for the new wi-fi hotspots
and the annual contract. That money, and additional money will be saved by
terminating the more expensive monthly service fees from Verizon.

Approval of vouchers 5775 - 5882 for $37,575.22. Motion by Jay, Second by
Kevin, Passed unanimous.

Approval of amended Financial Report. Motion by Jay, Second by Sharon,
Passed unanimous

6. Resolution 2024-1 to close Banner Bank credit card account: We switched
to a Bank of Idaho card. Motion by Sharon, Second by Jay, Passed unanimous

Resolution 2024-1 signed by Chuck, Sharon and Ellen.

7. Columbia County District/Department Signature Authorization Form:
Tabled until next meeting. Ellen will find out whose signatures are needed on
the form.



8. Collection Development Policy, Chapter 5 review:
Under “Weeding”: Item “is no longer circulating regularly” changed to “has not
circulated in past 3 years”; also “see Chapter 2” added to “Item no longer
meeting...”

9. Public Comment Period:
Joann Patras thanked Jay Ball for his time as Chair and Karin Spann for her
time on the Board.

Peggy James requested a method for citizens to submit questions for the
Board that they can address at the following meeting. It was determined that
they can submit questions by email to trustees@ccrld.org, or in writing no later
than 2 weeks prior to the next meeting.

10. Adjourn: Motion by Jay, Second by Kevin, Passed at 8:00pm

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Walling, Secretary
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