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Director’s Report by Ellen Brigham, MLIS

Quote of the Month

“Me, poor man, my library
Was dukedom large enough.”
- William Shakespeare, The Tempest

Programs

February’s Family Storytime had 18 attendees (10 kids and 8 adults), and March’s had 17 (9 kids
and 8 adults.) As always, thank you to the hospital for the catering, and the Friends of the
Library for donating books for the kids to take home.

Jeff Burnside gave a lecture on Cashup Davis last month, based on his biography of the famous
settler. It was well attended, with 17 attendees and lots of interest in checking out his book.

Last week Taylor Rose gave a very informative lecture on Digital Literacy. It only had 3 attendees,
so if we do a similar event in the future, we may want to partner with the schools and/or the
community center to do a double-event.

We also had our first hands-on Gardening program last week, where folks can pick our seeds
from our seed catalog and get them started in our small downstairs greenhouse.

As always, our weekly Toddler Storytime is popular, with an average of 7 attendees each week.

Other Events and Items of Interest

e Senate Bill 5444 is a bit of a sleeper bill that popped up on my radar recently. This bill,
currently on the Governor’s desk for him to sign into law, will outlaw open carry of
firearms at libraries, zoos, aquariums, and public transit facilities. Currently, my public
library director’s group is discussing how to work with this law, since many of us
(especially the ones with no onsite security) don’t feel comfortable placing our
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employees in the role of enforcing this law. At the very least, we will be working
together to come up with standardized signage for libraries across the state so patrons
aren’t too confused by this change, and figuring out if/how we will engage the public
once this law goes into effect.

This month’s Third Thursday topic from the State Library is on Federal Advocacy. It’s on
March 21st at 4:30 p.m. If anyone attends, please organize amongst yourselves
beforehand so as not to reach a quorum. You can find out more information in the email
| sent you on the 12th, subject line: “March 21st Third Thursdays Announcement!”

The State Library is buying seats to the virtual Library Advocacy Funding Conference,

taking place July 24-26. | (Ellen) have expressed interest in this, and the state library
would provide tickets for myself and either the Board Chair or the Vice Chair to attend.
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