
COLUMBIA COUNTY RURAL LIBRARY DISTRICT
Meeting of the Board of Trustees
November 20, 2023 7:00 p.m.

Meeting Time and Location:
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Dayton Memorial Library
111 S. 3rd Street
Dayton, WA 99328

1. Call to Order
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Jay Ball, Chair.

2. Roll Call – Trustees present:
Jay Ball, Chair
Karin Spann, Vice-Chair,
Sharon Mendel, Treasurer
Kevin Rust, Trustee

Trustees absent:
Chuck Beleny, Secretary: excused
Chairman Ball asked Karin Spann to act as Secretary for this meeting.

3. Staff Present:
​Ellen Brigham, CCRLD Acting Director

4. Budget Hearing
At 7:05, Chairman Ball opened the duly advertised public hearing of the proposed 2024 CCRLD
Budget. Ten members of the public were in attendance in person with six people attending on
Zoom. Copies of the budget were available to the participants in attendance.
Interim Director Brigham read all sections contained aloud, explaining projected revenues and
proposed expenses. The proposed budget included a 1% increase in county tax revenue, the
maximum permitted by State statute.

She noted that in correcting an error in the spreadsheet, some Operation expenses that had been
included in draft versions needed to be reduced or eliminated, specifically, $20,000 for digitizing
the historic Dayton Chronicle collection. She proposed that it be included in the Capital section,
funded from previous year’s carry-over funds. The Board determined that it couldn’t be
considered as a capital expense and it was removed from that section.

Members of the in-person and Zoom audience were invited to ask questions or make comments.
A suggestion was made to ask the public to contribute to some areas that may be short. No
objections to the budget were stated.

The hearing was closed at 7:50.



The Board considered two issues regarding the budget, the first was the resolution to request a
1% increase from last year’s tax request, the other the actual levy certification. Kevin Rust
presented a letter from Chuck Beleny giving Kevin Rust his proxy vote. Chairman Ball read and
accepted the proxy.

Upon a motion by Trustee Spann, (Second, Mendel) it was proposed to approve Resolution
2023-3, requesting the 1% increase. The motion passed, 2 ayes, 2 nays including the Beleny
proxy. Chairman Ball voted aye to break the tie.

Upon a motion by Trustee Mendel (Second, Spann) a Levy Certification of $521,843.43 was
approved. Vote: 2 ayes, 2 nays including the Beleny proxy. Chairman Ball voted aye.

5. Approval of Meeting Minutes:
5.1 The Minutes of the October 18, regular meeting were presented and approved as

corrected. (Correction of the spelling “thru” and striking a question included in the
minutes) Motion by Rust, (Second, Mendel, Unanimous).

6. Treasurer’s Report:
6.1 October Vouchers 5429-5507 in the amount of $26,284.39 were approved on a Motion by

Rust (Second. Spann, Unanimous).
6.2 The monthly budget report was reviewed. Payment of back taxes from the sale of

Columbia Pulp has been received, resulting in a surplus instead of the expected reduction
in expected revenues for the year.

7. Progress Report:
7.1 Acting Director presented the highlights of the director’s monthly progress report.

Copies of the full report were available for the public in attendance.

8. Old Business:
8.1 Chapter 3 review of the Collection Development Policy. Due to the length of the chapter,

the late hour, and the absence of one of the Trustees, this agenda item was tabled for the
December meeting.

9. Public Comments
Public comments were offered by two individuals concerning items in the Collection policy as
printed for review. Specifically, the ages listed for young adult section, and another concerning
placement by reading level. The secretary marked these areas for attention at the next meeting.
More Board interaction with the public was also requested.

Chairman Ball adjourned meeting at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Karin Spann, Acting Secretary
Approved: _____________________________________


